Successful treatment of Candida infections in peritoneal dialysis patients: case reports and review of the literature.
Infections with Candida species have been associated with significant morbidity and mortality in peritoneal dialysis (PD) patients. Such infections include peritonitis and exit-site infections attributable to Candida species, disseminated candidiasis in immunocompromised patients, and Candida esophagitis. In peritonitis and exit-site infections, both success and failure have been reported with commercially available medications. In disseminated candidiasis and Candida esophagitis, successful treatment and patient recovery depend on the overall nutritional and immune state of the patient. One case each of peritonitis and exit-site infection with non Candida albicans species were successfully treated with oral voriconazole. No literature currently exists on the use of this new product in dialysis patients. Presented here is a treatment strategy that resulted in maintenance of PD in the home setting and catheter survival following completion of treatment. A review of the English-language literature shows mixed outcomes associated with continuation of PD during treatment for Candida infection in PD patients. In conclusion, a commercially available product can be used to successfully treat PD patients who have Candida infections and to maintain the PD catheter for PD.